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IS MRS. SilELDON A FRAUD?

The Story Told by Mr Oliver, Who Ac-

companied the Explorer to Africa.
WE. HAVE HAD

AN IMMENSE RUN
On the choice $18 and $20 Suits which we placed at the
wonderfully attractive price of

Another Version of the Expedition, in Which
Urs. fcheldon Is ceierelj Criticise! and

Her took Denounced as a Fraud.

ir4
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Great as the demand has been the lines are practically unbroken and
the sale will continue. Those who want them, however, had better hur-

ry, as they are going rapidly.

Young Men's Suits.

Strictljr all-wo- ol $12 Suits. No cheaper
suits in tho lot, handsome goods, fashionable
styles, at our special prico,

men to guard me.' The interpreter said
this was not enough, but she refused to
allow any more. During the niaht. how-
ever, the head man stationed tweuty
armed men around my tent unknown to
her. and the attempt was nipped in the
bud. We were afraid to stay there any
looser on account of this, and left the next
day.

HOW SUE "EX FLO R. ED."
"Mrs. Sheldon in her book tells of a visit

to Masai land and her experience with the
women there. This is an absolute lie. She
never went near Masai land. It was our
intention to go there, bat word was sent us
that fighting was going on, and it would
be very dangerous. Our head man went to
the Masai and asked if we could pay them
a visit, and brought word back that we
would be killed if we did. The furthest
point we reached was the fo ot of Mount
Kilimanjaro, which is on this side of the
Masai country, and between them and the
Moshi.

"The journey back was one of terrible
hardship. We never bad enough provis-
ions as any time, and for days 1 had nothing
to eat except sugar cane. At the villages
we could get Indian corn and yams, but
the latter would soon spoil. It was very
bard on me. Mrs. feheldon would not let
mo come near her sometimes for weeks,
and 1 had no one to talk to except the
blacks, and that was mostly by signs.

"Finally Mrs. Sheldon took the lever and
was siok for many weeks. She wanted me
then and 1 had to nurse her through the
sickness at all times ot night a'nd da). At
the end of it she was terribly emaciated and
made me take her photograph naked so that
she could show ne'r friends what terrible
privations she had gone through. 1 made
lots ot other photographs while on the jour-
ney, but she took them all away from me.
so that I have nothing to show except a few
trinkets and other curiosities that 1 picked
np and brought away without her knowl-
edge.

'About the most amusing thins in her
book is her explorations on Lake Chala,
about which she lectured on her return to
England and before tbe Geographical So-

ciety of Cardiz. 1 will give you a descrip-
tion of the explorations. We arrived at the
lake in the alternoon and went into camp.
After eating a canoe was procured, and Mrs..
Sheldon and two blacks went out. They
paddled around for half an hour, in plain
iuht of the camp, and tnen returned to tbe

shore. If she saw any hippopotami she is
tbe only one that did. We immediately
left when she got on shore, and that was all
the exploring she ever did. Where she got
her notes from to give the lecture 1 don't
know, but it wasn't from personal observa-
tions.

"Our trip down to tbe coast was weari-
some, but we tin ally arrived at Panganiall
safe, and took a dhow from Zanzibar, and
dismisad the oaravan. On the trip back to
Englnnd Mrs. Sheldon would not speak to
me, although after 1 arrived there I re-
mained at her house nearly a week. She
told some awful lies about our journey to
the people on the steamer when coming
home, but always took good care that!
should not be present. She had already an-
nounced ber coming by telegraph, and Bent
articles to tho papers, prepared herself for
a royal reception, and told me on the train
that the lueen would probably send some
one to meet her. When we arrived no one
except her husbuod was there, and she Hew
into a territio rage.

'We got back within three weaks of six
months, and as a fitting ending to the way
she bad treated me three weeks' pay was
dednoted from my 100, although she had
agreed to give me the full amount. 1 do
not know why she treated me in tbe way
she did, except that she wished the publio
to believe that she had made the trip
alone. One thing 1 do know, however, and
that is that her book is a pack of lies. I
have not seen it yet only extracts which
I have mentioned here but if her book is
like her explorations of Lake Chala you
can take your cue from that."

Mrs. Kigg. after her return to England,
married Captain Hngh Oliver, whom she
met on the way to Africa and became en-
gaged to. Uo did not wish her to go on
the journey, but she would not break tbe
agreement and bade him await ber return.
They were married in England and have
one little girl six months old. This with
her boy, makes op the family, and they in-
tend to buy a ranch at Verano and make
California their home.

Mrs. Oliver tells her story in a straight-
forward manner and has her notes to bear
out every statement

something the matter with her. She would
send for me and when I appeared before
her drive me away, and at other times be
very sweet and pleasauL Then she forbid
my taking any trinkets or presents from
thechiefsof the villages we passed through,
and would not allow me to see them until
they demanded that I be brought forward,
hhe seemed to want them to think she was
the only one in the party. 1 he interpreter
was always told to announce her as a
greater woman than (neen Victoria, and
that she had more jewels and wealth than
anybody in tbe world.

" The magniheunt ares and the ieweled
sword, which she speaks of in her book as
used to awe the different chiefs, never ex-
isted. She did change her dress beforo en-
tering a village, but the one ehe put on
wasn't worth 12. It was made of alight
material, decked out with fancy ribbons
and nham trinkets. She never made much
of an impression on the chiefs, and the nen
in our caravan hated her, ind would have
all run away the first two weeks if they
had not feared the wrath of the Sultan.
She used to Lave them whipped on the
slightest provocation, and always made
them saluto her when she passed.

mil, siielon's tyranny.
"One day aftor a long journey we reached

a watering place and the tired bearers
threw down thair burdens, and, as is the
custom, fell beside them on tho grass to rest,
I also laid down with them. While we were
lying there Mrs. Sheldon came by and or-

dered all to get up and salute her. myself
incladed. I thought she was joking, but
she drew her pistol and threatened to kill
mo if 1 did not comply with, her command.
This is only a sample.

'At all the villages we were well re-
ceived, as a rule, having plenty of presents
to give the chiefs. At one placo we came
to a chiof named Mariala, who said he
wished to nuy me, and offered a large num-
ber of cows and goats in exchange. He
already had fourteen wives, and sent them
to .call upon me while negotiations were
pending. 1 had my leggings oil at tho time,
exposing a pair of black stockings, aud
they thought 1 was part black and part
white. 1 had to pull down my stockings
and show them my white skin before they
would believe dillerent. Meanwhile ri- -
ala's oiler for me was refused, and he saw
us depart with many regrets, much to my
satisfaction.

"When the journey was half over I was
strioken with fever, and then my real
troubles began. It lasted several weeks,
and Mrs. Sheldon never came near me dur-
ing that time. As she had taken my ham-
mock I had to be carried astride a man'a
shoulders. I begged her to let me have the
hammock, but she refused, and to make
matters worse, took my little tent away to
present to a chief who admired it, and
made me sloep under one made of cotton.
Of course, the rain and sun came through
this, and often I slept on tho wet grass
outside, preferring that to the heated place
within. She even took away a bottle of
brandy I bad brought along in case of sick-
ness and gave it toonoof the village chiefs.
How I recovered, God only knows; it seoms
now like a miracle.

"While 1 was sick we stopped sometimes
at a village several days, and the women
and men would lie Hat on their stomachs
all day long in front of my tent door and
look at me. It was only done out of curi-
osity, but it used to make me terribly
nervous. They would reach in at times
and touch my skin in wonderment, and
then chatter among themselves, and be-
tween them and the fever I thought I
should die.

"We had one man with our caravan
named Livingston. He had been with the
great explorer and taken his name, and
always spoke of him in endearing tones.
This black was very kind to me, and did
me many favors through my sickness. He
always said I was a sod, or else I wouldn't
be white. The little favors always had to
be done surreptitiously, for if Mrs. Shel-
don caught him he would be whipped. It
seemed as if she wanted me to die. and I
believe she would not have been sorry if 1
had. I could not soe any riotive then, but
1 do now. it was the book she had in con-
templation, and 6he was afraid I would tell
the trne story.

"The last people we visited were the
Mosb, about five hundred miles from tbe
coast. Their chief. Mandari, also wished
to add me to his harem, like Mariala, and
ottered a large quantity of ivory in pay-
ment. He became very angry when re
fused, and trouble was expected. One
niaht oar head man said Mandari intended
to kidnapome. so Mrs. Sheldon ordered two

Inducements in Underwear.
At 25c a garment. A good hot-weath- er line.

Better grades at 50c, 75c and $1 a garment-Sh- irts

and Drawers.
See our window display of Single and

Double-breaste- d fancy "Wash Vests at $1.25,

$1.50, $2, $2.50 and upwards.

n
5 and 7 West Wash. St

Hat Deparnment 16 S. Meridian St.

PEARSON'S MUSIC - HOUSE
Second-Han-d and Shop-Wor- n

BICYCLES
To bo sold at Bargain Prices. We are
anxious to dispose of them. Some we have
taken in trade, others that have become shop--ttv nwvr

PIANOS
Easv Monthly Payments
82 and 84 N. Penn. St, Indianapolis
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worn. A number of good machines of last
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8&s FraxxciMO Examiner.
Aboat three years ago the news was

oread thronghoat America and Europe
thtMrs. French-Sheldo- n, a literary worn-a- n

of Boston, intended to go on an explor-
ing expedition alone into the heart of
Africa, and the announcement at the time
caused a decided sensation in all parts of
the civilized world. Some of the papers
lauded the woman's determination to the
skies, while others warned her against tak-
ing inch a foolhardy and dangerons trip.
Mrs. 8heldon went, nevertheless, and made
a six months' journey into the Interior of
Africa. On her return she published a
book, which appeared six months ago, en-

titled, "From Saltan to Saltan."
in this book she described in glowing

language the daring trip of one woman
through wild tribes of strange people, the
extensive explorations that she made and
the grand tour of triumph and safe return
through the barbarous countries of Africa.
In it were described scenes with tribes who
had never seen a white woman before, and
looked upon her as a god. Tn visit to the
Masai, a warlike tribe occupying extensive
territory far in the interior, was told from
personal experience with them, and many
other strange tilings of lile in the dark
forest, which made the book one of the
most interesting accounts of travel yet
published, and gave her a worldwide repu-
tation.

Now comes Mrs. Hugb Oliver and savs
he accompanied Mrs. feheldon in tbe fa-

mous trip, and that most of the wonderful
explorations described were never made,
and that the book consists for the most
part of fairy tales, hhe also say a that most
of the trials and hardships of the trip were
endured by herself and were entirely due to
the cruelties and petty spite inflicted upon
her bv Mrs. Sheldon. The notes she made
during the long and arduous journey are
still intact and were made from day to
day. so that there can be no doubt about
their correctness. In these she has a com-
plete description of the famous trip, which
entirely di tiers from Mrs. Sheldon's in
many important particulars, and also gives
a view of the private life and character of
the authoress which is anything but charm-
ing.

Mrs. Oliver arrived here from England
three weeks ago. and is now living in So-

noma county, wnere she was seen by au Ex-
aminer representative, and gave her version
of tha journey. She is a pretty little English
woman of medium size, and hardly looks
strong enough to have endured the terrible
experience she wentthrough with Mrs. Shel-
don. As she BAt beneath the vine-cla- d

veranda of Captain Boye's cottage at Vera
Do last Wednesday, one could hardly be-

lieve she had traveled a thousand miles
through the African jungles, for, although
not frail, she appears anything but a strong
woman, and one that could undergo severe
hardships. At tirst she did not feel luclined
to tell the story, but, being importuned,
finally consented.

HOW IT CAMK ABOUT.

"If you must hear it I must go back a
year or more and tell bow I came to go
with Mrs. Sheldon, and also a part of my
life. My first husband's name was Captain
Kigg, a man well known in shipping cir-

cles in San Francisco, whence he Bailed for
Liverpool for many years. Four years ago
I was with him at Coiou, when he suddenly
took sick with fever anddied within twenty-f-

our hours, lie was not a saving man.
and his death left my little boy and myself
In straitened circumstances. We went to
New York and I left the boy "there with
some friends and started to England to
visit my relatives.

"On the trip over I tirst met Mrs. Shel-
don. She was Buttering from a wound in
the thigh, caused by a brooch pin, and 1

0 tie red to nurse her. The offer was ac-
cepted, and 1 took care of her until we
reached England. Her husband was await-
ing her arrival there, and 1 was incited to
accompany them home. 1'reparations were
at once begun for the African trip, and, as
Mr. Sheldon did not wish her to go alone,
he asked me if 1 would accompany her. Not
knowing what else to do, and, as 1 had
traveled a great deal with my husband,
and did not fear danger, 1 accepted. An
agreement was made for six months, for
which 1 wus to be palu 1C0.

"We left England iu March and went
overland to Naples, where we took the
steamer for Suez aud Zanzibar. At Zanzi-
bar Mrs. Sheldon, having letters to the
Bultan. secured an audience and informed
him of her desire. He was very friendly
and ordered a caravan to be got ready.
When arrangements were completed we
left Zanzibar in a dhow for Mombasa, up
tbe coast, and from there started on cur
long journey.

1 had a pretty good Idea of Mrs. Shel-dou- 's

character, as fur as truth was con-
cerned, by this time, as she had told the
most wonderful tales on board the ship

bout her splendid jewel, magnificent
household and equipages in England, which
1 knew she did not pofness, as 1 stopped at
the house while in Loudon and 1 n w it to
be only a rented one. but what i experi-
enced on the trip showed me that I did not
balf know her. I have never told these
things before, except to my husband, and
probably never would bad not you asked
me.

"We had two hundred men in our cara-
van and one interpreter and uuide. We
lett Mombnna on the 5th day of April,
lS'.'l, and oon got into the heart of tho for-
est; then th hardships beitan. Mrs. Shel-
don and I led the procession, but after the
tirst day she said she had taken a violent
dislike to me, and told me to co to th rear
end. 1 was so surprised 1 did not know
what to make of it at first, but found be-
fore the journey was over that it was only
a begiuning of what 1 was to sutler beforo
wegotback. She rode in a palanquin in
front and 1 was earned in a hammock, but
alter the tirst month's travel she took the
hammock away from rao and I bad to walk.

"The path was a vt-r-y narrow one cut
through denso forests, with hardly enough
room for two people to pans. On each side
wa u thick wall of thorns and vine,
which, if one chanced to graze against
them, rent tbe clothing and torn tho l!esh.
It was very dark, too, and the only thins
to brcuk the monotonr was the myriad of
beautilul orchids which grew by millions
On every side and formed a maguihocnt
canopy over our heads.

A MONOTONOUS JOIT.NT.T.
We always started at 4 o'clock in the

morninir. and marched all day. only stop-
ping for the midday meal, aud sometimes
we had to march all night in order to reach
a watering place. These night journeys
were terribly hard after traveling through
the heat of tho day. and 1 frequently had
to get the men to carry me on their shoul-ler- .

which, uo matter bow tirtd they
ert was alwye done willing.
"The food at first was nauseating, but I

Boou got used toit. We always had a bowl
of soup the tirnt part of the way, and be-
fore one could get it to his lips it was cov-
ered with a thousand injects and tiles,
which all went down with the soup. In
fact, everything I ate was well seas)ned
with ants, cockroaches and other small
game. The insect wen sosnething av ful,
and thern was no getting rid of them ex-
cept to rub m littln liniment on the face
and hands, which partially protected
them. They could not enter my costnine.as it was made rxpre.ly for this kind of
travel. It consisted if a pair of trouiera
to the kuee. and a blouso and kilt, which
reach just below. '1 ho lower InuLs were
protected by a pair of leggings and a heavy(air of lacd walking shoes.

"Our journey was monotonous In the ex-
treme, fo far as scenery goes, it being the
same thing oter and over again every day.
At night, though, we oould bear the-- lionsroaring away oat in the forest, and some-time- s

they approached very near, but we
.never saw ou although I beIiro .lira,
fcbeldon sent the skin of one to England,
which she claimed to have hot. Lot which
she really bought at one of tho coast towns
on o'ir return.

The only dangerous animals we saw
were hippopotami, hyenas and rhlnoceri,
which were common along tho route.

Mrs. Sheldon aetei so queer)? at times
thai 1 begau to think sho was cxazr or had
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THE'- - STATELARGEST STORE IN
Largest and Finest line of Furniture, Carpets, Stoves, Baby Carriages, Refrigerators, Trunks, Queensware, and

are sole acent for the best selling articles in our line. We can sell hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth and then
everything in our lino. We
have a vast stock left. Our
has over heard of during theM variety is never broken. We buy in quantities and quantity makes the price. We will have the greatest sale the city

as wo have already proved that to you.M month of May. We need not tell you we do just as we advertise,

See our $6 Cook Stove, $15
Range. Wo havo 150 samples on
tho floor to select from, in all
styles and sizes. Our $6 Stove
will cost you $9 elsewhere.

iMm If.
GOO samples on tho floor;

all cut 40 per cent, during
May sale. Don't fail to ask
to see our $35 suite. We
bought 200 of this one
suite at a very low price.
It is the best value wo have
offered yet.

n

400 samples on the floor. We bonght
out a largo Parlor Suit factory at 50

ceDts on the dollar, and will giro our
customers tho benefit of the same daring
tho May Bale.

815 0-pl- ec suit.
$18 suit.

Theso suits wero formerly sold at $C0

and $33.

You will probably never have another
chance to buy Parlor Furniture at these
prices again. Sec our 25, $3o, $50, $75

and $100 suits. Worth double the
money.

200 samples in Oak, Willow and
Bamboo. Everj' size and stylo
made, in all tho shades of Blue,
Green, Yellow, Brown, Purple,
Red, Ashes of Roses and Black,,
from $2.50 to $75. Will make a
special cut on these during the
month of Mav.

QUEENSWARE.

pillJ.
it
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Among other numerous offers we have
a special attraction iu our Carpet De-
partment. See our

Good nll-wo- ol Carpet 50
Destall-wo- ol Carpet (15
Tapestry Brussels .45
Oood Tapestry Brussels. .G5 and .75
Best Tarestry Brussels.... 85
(ood Body Brussels 85
Best. Body BrusRcls $1.25
Good Velvet-Brussel- s ,75
Best Velvet Brussels $1.25

RUGS.

A few raor of thos beautiful Mo-que- tte

Ruga for W)c. worth $1.50. Large
sixes, $1, worth $2.50.

MATTING.

5,000 pieces. Over 300 samples.
A (rood Mattinc for He and 15c
Jointless Mattinp. lGc.
Inlaid Mattinp. 25c.
Cotton Warp Matting, 30c.
And all qualities up to 50c.

PORTIERES.

See our beautiful Chenille Curtains,
heavy frinse top and bottom, for $3.50.
Also $5, $8, and up to $25.

LACE CURTAINS.

Lac Curtains at 75c, worth $1.
Lace Cnrta'ns nt 81.50, worth $2.50.
Lace Curtains at $3, worth $5.

Don't fail to get our prices on fine
Curtains. We carry a full line of the
very lat-R- t draffUM in Silk Curtains and
Silk I)piT-r:r- , Slniiiw, Lino

1C5 Sets of Dishes, to select from
at $5 to $50. Don't fail to see our
$12 set of Dishes, equal to any
$18 set.

'TOILET SETS.

125 samples to select from, at
$4 up to $15. Seo our $5 set,
equal to any $S set

WALL PAPER.

ICent, lCcnt, 1 Cent per Roll

See our 5c, 10c, 15c, 25c Paper.
Wo will guarantee to savo you 20

per cent, on Papers. Will mako
tho biggest cut in Wall Paper dur-

ing the month of May that was
ever made in this line. Just re-

ceived 10,000 rolls of this 1-ce- nt

paper. Xo making up on tho bor--

250 samples on tho floor, in all the cov-
erings. The largest assortment of
conches in the city. See our $25 Bed
Lounge.

EXTENSION TAMES.

75 samples on the floor. Wo
can save you 30 per cent, on Gas
and Gasoline Stoves. Wo bought
500 in our tirst Older. Such a va-
riety of Gas and Gasoline Stoves
was never beforo iu the city. Two- -

burner Gasoline Stove for $3.50.
Solo agent for the Dangler Gas
and Gasoline Stoves. Best in-th- o

market.

REFRIGERATORS.

275 samples on the floor, from
$4 to $35. Seo our $10 and $15
Ice-Bo- x. Solo aent for the Polar
Refrigerator. Wo can save you
CO per cent, on this line.

TRUNKS

300 samples oa tho floor, from
$2.50 to $33. Wo can savo you 23
per .cent, on a Trunk.

200 samples on tho floor,
in every quality and stylo
made. You can get just tho
Rocker you want.

S5 samples, from $3 to $50. See our
$0 tine Extension Table wo can scarcely
keep in stock.

SIDEBOARDS.

50 samples on the floor,
from $30 to $123. Sole
ajxent for the Hodell Bed,
easiest and best working
bed in the market.

Co samples on the floor, from $12 to
$100. j der.


